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LOTUS EMIRA

It impressed on our road trip to Monaco; how will it fare on track?

the ﬂmds warm threugh it s]mﬂ wbeh:eve Lotus has made something
that feelsso fresh, new and desirable for so little money, There's plenty of
junior Ferrari about the Emira, and that can only be good.

The squared-off steering wheel detracts slightly. I can live with the
shape but the thickness of the rim combined with the physical weight of
the rack combine to erode the sense of delicacy that comes through the
supple, relaxed chassis. There's more inertia than expected.

This car rides on Sport suspension but comes with the less aggressive
Goodycar F1 tyres fitted as standard on the Tour-spec ear, Lotus felt the
combination would be best for Henry's drive, as they feared he might
run into bad weather over the Alps-Maritime. On a drv day at Anglesey
we crave the Michelin Pilot Sport Cup 25 that should be fitted to a Sport
madel. Lotus couldn’t support our track activity with tech back-up or
Cup 23, but has said it will be able to do so at a later date.

We crave greater precision and urgency in other areas, too. The six-
speed manual gearbox can’t be rushed. Try to snick through an upshift
from second to third in a hurry and, more often than not, you'll get a
nasty graunch and no gear. T can’t think of a manual "hox fitted to any
production car that would be trickier to manage on & circuit.

Lotus has done wonders with the humble Toyota V6 that's been a staple
of the Exige and Evora in recent years, injecting character and volume
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dlffemntly with aggressiVe trail- bmkmg'arld the reaseems to fall I to
messy, time-consuming oversteer, Lotus generally makes cars that
reward a very neat style, but in this instance that sweet spot is elusive.

Perhaps it’s me. I'm just having an off-day? But no. John Barker and
Steve Surcliffe experience the same reluctance to hit an apex and the
same sense that the Emira is lacking control, Steve looks a little shocked,
‘Why does it [eel so heavy?” he asks (it actually tips our scales at 1486kg,
with more than 60 per cent of the weight — more thanin a 911 GT3 - over
thercaraxle). Johniscqually perplexed. ‘The prototype that Dickic drove
[evo 296] was flat mid-slide, settled and balanced, a willing accomplice.
This car doesn’t feel at all like that car locked. It's a wrestling match.’

Even so, the lap time is a respectable 1:18.5 and with the Cup 2s that
would surely improve by a significant margin. It’s not a million miles
behind a 991.1 Carrera (1:17.9) and in the ballpark. If only extracting
the time was a more enjoyable process. Perhaps the Sport chassis and
Goodyear tyres just don't mix? It's possible. However, we can only
report on what we find, and this Emira just did not work on track and
had some fundamental issues thatr would surely detract on road, toa.
John's succinct summation is telling and gers to the heart of the matter:
‘This Lotus feels like a car before it’s been to Lotus. the raw clay waiting
for that sprinkling of magic.' JB



